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Every weekday, 24 Irish children, ages 5 to 12, attend a 
two-room school house in the remote West Cork country-
side between the villages of Drinagh and Drimoleague. It is 
here, under the caring guidance of Principal Teresa Holland, 
that these children prepare themselves for Irish high school 
and entrance to the ferociously competitive Irish University 
system. The Derryclough National School, however, has barely 
enough funds to keep operating. 

Located in the famous West Cork rolling farm country, the 
school has been seriously limited by constant government 
budget cutbacks. According to reporter Jackie Keogh in her 
February column published in The Southern Star newspaper, 
in Skibbereen, West Cork, “The pressure that all such small 
schools are under is compounded by the fact that the minor 
works grant was cut in 2012. The capitation grant – which 
covers schools’ day-to-day expenses – was cut last year, and 
again this year. In addition, resource hours have been cut, as 
has the ancillary services grant.” 

Keogh goes on to say this is no different than other small 
schools the length and breadth of Ireland, all of whom have 
difficulty raising funds for any kind of special activities. 
Americans may not understand the nature and fetch of these 
funding reductions, but it is easy to appreciate how so many 
of them might impact a school’s hard working teachers. The 
Dublin government has little choice in making these cuts if 
they are to reduce Ireland’s dependency on European lend-
ers. But the parents and teachers of the Derryclough Na-
tional School aren’t giving up. Recognizing the acute need, 
the school community is actively fund raising to provide the 
funds to help teachers continue a high level of 
educational excellence.

After becoming aware of the school’s plight through Jackie Ke-
ogh’s column, Boston’s Irish American Partnership contacted 
her to obtain more information after which the decision was 
made to issue a grant of $2,000 to the Derryclough School, 
that was sent to Ireland last month. “One visit to Derryclough 
National School confirms why small schools are so deeply 
valued by pupils and their families. Here, children learn how 
to be confident and relaxed, how to get along with each other, 
and how to get their work done.”

Keogh goes on to note that “Derryclough National School is 
a Catholic school, under the patronage of the Bishop of Cork 
and Ross, but many of the children and families of different 
backgrounds find an open mind and warm welcome there. 
Indeed, the school community prides itself on the atmosphere 
of acceptance and children have the confidence and commu-
nication skills to deal with difference by learning from it.” 

After The Irish Partnership grant was received by the school, 
Keogh wrote a second story the following week in which she 
quoted Principal Holland saying, “I could hardly believe it. 
It’s the last thing you would expect. No one ever thinks they 
are going to get a call from the United States offering them a 
sizable donation for the school. I received the message from 
Boston on my answering machine. When I played the message 
I was amazed and rang them back straight away. After I got 
over the initial shock I was able to thank them. $2,000 is, by 
our standards, a lot of money and the fact that it came com-
pletely out of the blue was a source of great joy and celebration 
for all of us.” 

The Partnership transmittal letter suggests that the funds 
be used to strengthen the school’s library and assist science 
teaching through the purchase of appropriate materials. As we 
celebrate our Irish heritage, Partnership donors can take pride 
in what they have done for this treasured school in West Cork. 

Photos from Derryclough National School in March 2013. Above: 
Senior room pupils working on models for their local history project 
with principal, Teresa Holland. Below: Junior room pupils on the 
buddy bench.



 Developing Literacy & Numeracy Skills
 Three Schools in Limerick City Receive Partnership Grant for Library Programs

Scoi Chriost Ri 
Primary School

JFK Memorial 
Primary School 

St. Nessan’s Community 
Secondary School

Scoil Chriost Ri Primary School, JFK Memorial Primary School and 
St. Nessan’s Community Secondary School, all located in Limerick city, 
recently received grants from the Partnership.

At Scoil Chroist Ri, the funding will be used in the Literacy Liftoff 
program. The program gives children a short but intensive reading 
program delivered in small groups thus building confidence in reading. 

The gift of $4,500 to St. Nessan’s is being utilized in the Library 
Initiative for Literacy and Numeracy which is being developed at St. 
Nessan’s. The funding is being used to purchase library books and 
literacy and numeracy resource materials for the initiative.

“It is my privilege and pleasure to write 
to you and thank most sincerely The Irish 
American Partnership for your most 
generous gift of $1,500. The whole school 
community are genuinely inspired to think 
that a son or daughter of Shannonside 
would display such fondness towards the 
old home.”
   Principal Pat Millane
    Scoil Chriost Ri

Students at Scoil Chriost Ri Primary 
School in Limerick participating in the 
Literacy Lift Off Station Program in 
December 2012.

Students at St. Nessan’s Community Secondary School participate 
in  a workshop in the Library Initiative for Literacy & Numeracy.
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Rural Primary School 
Science Program
Collaborating with St. Patrick’s College, 
Dublin & Mary Immaculate College, 
Limerick

Part of Ireland’s long-term objectives is to build a unique 
work force capacity in technology, science and research & 
development. Through the Rural Primary School Science 
Program, the Partnership is playing its part to develop the 
core resource of Ireland, its people. 

Working with Dr. Greg Smith and Dr. Paula Kilfeather at 
St. Patrick’s College and the local county education center, 
the Partnership is coordinating a program of professional 
development in science in selected rural schools. 

The Partnership began the science program in County Mayo 
and is continuing into 2013 with a grant of $22,000. The ten 
schools in County Mayo involved in the program are:

Bekan National School Culleens National School
Culmore National School Killasser national School
Barnacogue National School Kinnaffe National School
St.Joseph’s National School Carrowmore National School
The Neale National School Ballycushion National School

It has been noted that the significance of the developments 
achieved in the teaching of science is immense. Having a 
cohort of teachers that has in-depth knowledge of science 
education and is confident in their ability to teach science is 
of far-reaching importance. Especially in rural areas, these 
teachers will be in a position to foster young students’ inter-
est in math and science.

1. Mary Immaculate Science School. 
This involves the establishment of a “science school” at Mary 
Immaculate teacher training college. The “science school” 
runs interactive hands-on workshops on Saturday for primary 
school children to increase their engagement in science. The 
science school will become an important centre of excellence 
carrying out research in primary science education to inform 
practices in the teaching and learning of primary science by 
developing an interest in evidence based research.

2. Continuous Professional Development 
Workshops in Primary Science.
Similar to the program at St. Patrick’s College, workshops 
for teachers in science will take place at education 
centres and schools around the Munster area. These 
workshops will inform teachers on innovative teaching 
and methods of good practice in primary science. 

Mary Immaculate College 
 

 Under the direction of Dr. Maeve Liston, the Partnership science program & 
 grant of $12,500 is being implemented in two strands:

The Partnership funds the publication of a science newslet-
ter, “Connecting with Science” that is distributed to primary 
schools that have received a Partnership grant or support. 
The newsletter includes lesson plans, ideas on teaching 
science and experiments.
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   The Partnership Supports the 
   Education Centre at Kylemore Abbey,       
   Co. Galway

The goal is to make Kylemore a haven for all those who love the natural environment, who respect the heritage 
of yesteryear and who seek new skills and insight for tomorrow’s challenges. Under the direction of Abbess 
Maire Hickey, the Benedictine community has developed a strategy for the development of a priceless national 
asset in a way which embraces the Benedictine ethos and the needs of today’s world.

For many people, Kylemore Abbey presents an image of an idyllic Ireland – a place of outstanding 
natural beauty, tranquility and spirituality. The vision for the development of Kylemore Abbey is 
being planned to strengthen and consolidate every aspect of Kylemore’s mission. 

At Kylemore there is a strong tradition of education. The Partnership’ grant of $15,000 is being used to 
fund the Education Centre. This summer a group of 30 students will be visiting and studying at Kylemore.  
In addition, the Partnership is helping the New York Campaign for Kylemore by accepting designated gifts 
which are forwarded to Kylemore. 

Abbess Maire Hickey speaking at the 
Nollaig na mBan Breakfast Celebration 
held in January 2013 in Washington, 
D.C. to honor the women of Ireland 
and to support Kylemore Abbey.

St. Louise’s Girls School, West Belfast

On the Falls Road in West Belfast, St. Louise’s Girls School is 
attended by 2,400 students. The Partnership has been collaborating 
with St. Louise’s for more than 13 years. Partnership grants have 
provided funds for library books and new reading materials. 

In April 2013, the Partnership gave a grant of $2,000 toward St. Louise’s 
Library Refurbishment Program. The Partnership grant will be used to 
expand and enhance their library with 21st century technology.

The young women who have graduated from St. Louise’s have gone on 
to higher education in Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom.
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Students at St. Lousie’s 
participate in innovatve, 

technology-based courses that 
help train them in essential skills 

necessary for future career success.



In 2012, the Partnership funded a Masters Degree Scholarship at 
the Smurfit Business School at University College Dublin and at the 
National University of Ireland Galway.

In 2013, The Irish American Partnership Scholarship is providing a 
grant of $25,000 to a student undertaking a Masters Degree program at 
the Cork Institute of Technology. 

This scholarship will enable a student to complete an individual 
research project which has been developed from collaboration 
between the Partnership and Cork Institute of Technology. 

The student will undertake a dissertation on the topic of “An Analysis 
of the History of the Technology Industry in Ireland.”

The early electronic industry in Ireland provided the foundation for 
what is now a thriving ICT and software industry sector. This study 
will trace the origins of this important industry for Ireland and describe 
its key influencers and drivers. The contributions of government 
industrial and educational policy will also be assessed. 

The scholarship is open to graduates of all disciplines at CIT and is 
promoted through the CIT Admissions Office. Upon completion a 
copy of the research report will be submitted to the Partnership.

Cork Institute of Technology (CIT)
Irish American Partnership
Masters Degree Scholarship

Established in 1973, Cork 
Institute of Technology (CIT) 
specializes in training 
students in the areas of art, 
business, and science. CIT 
is attended by more than 
17,000 full & part time 
students. The facilities are 
pictured below.
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A grant of $30,000 has been sent to the Ulster American 
Folk Park in Omagh, Co. Tyrone in honor of the Mellon 
Family. The Ulster American Folk Park is an open-air 
museum that explores the historical link between Ulster 
and America. The park includes the Mellon House, the birth 
place of Thomas Mellon. The museum is an educational 
resource used by schools. 

A grant of $22,500 has been awarded to the Shannon 
College of Hotel Management in Shannon, Co. Clare. 
Graduates from the Shannon College of Hotel Management 
receive the only degree in hotel management awarded by 
the National University of Ireland. The grant will be used 
for the Banfi Pursuit of Excellence Scholarship 2013 at the 
school and for the Shannon College of Hotel Management 
to participate in the 2013 Scholastic tour. 

Designated Gifts
 An opportunity to give a directed contribution

The Board of Directors of The Irish American Partnership welcomes designated gifts. The 
gifts are processed efficiently, insuring that all conditions are met. In order to qualify for 
IRS tax consideration, the donor may not personally benefit from the gift and, for the 
Partnership to accept and transfer the funds, the gift must be part of our stated mission.

If you would like to make a gift to a specific project or county in Ireland, 
please contact the Partnership at (617) 723-2707.

Select Directed Gifts in Spring 2013
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Remembering Sir George Quigley
 Visionary Partnership Board Member & Active Supporter

Death of a Giant among Men: the North’s Sir George Quigley
Written by Joe Leary, Partnership President & CEO
Reprinted from the Boston Irish Reporter, April 2013

Beneath all the tragic headlines emanating from 
Northern Ireland over these past 50 years lies a large-
ly untold story of people on both sides that did their 
best to bring people together. Though many resisted 
change, there were those who knew it was necessary 
and did what they could to make it a fair, just, and 
inclusive process, frequently at peril to their own lives 
and careers. Foremost among them was Sir George 
Quigley, who, sadly, died last month at 83 to the great 
regret of all who knew him. Sir George, a Presbyterian 
Unionist, was an active member of The Irish Ameri-
can Partnership Board of Directors. He was a unique 
and kindly man, a true gentleman in every respect, a 
magnificent example of the best of Northern Ireland. 

An outpouring of condolences from all sides of the 
political spectrum acknowledged the huge contribu-
tions that Sir George made to the well being of North-
ern Ireland and its people. Sinn Fein’s Gerry Adams 
and Martin McGuinness, SDLP’s Mark Durkan, DUP 
leader Peter Robinson, and UUP leader Mike Nesbitt 
all expressed regret at Sir George’s passing while also 
noting the trust they had in his opinions and judg-
ments. Very few in leadership have gained such re-
spect from all political viewpoints. In 1991, Sir George 
and business leader Liam Connellan of the Republic 
advanced the idea of a Belfast-Dublin Economic Cor-
ridor that would benefit both cities and the millions 
of people who lived along the way. A formal study 
was published detailing routes and advantages and 
showing what could be accomplished. It took signifi-
cant courage to suggest such a linking that early in the 
peace process. 

Today, that corridor exists in what may be the most 
impactful development in Ireland over these past 
20 years. New businesses and new roads are now in 
effect, and there are no outposts, all of which seemed 
impossible at the time. Automobile travel time was 
reduced from four-and-a-half hours to two hours. A 
rural countryside has been transformed by the high 
performance highways. Sir George was an unwavering 
supporter of an all-Ireland economy as a true benefit 
to all of the people on the island.

He had been chairman of the board of the Ulster Bank when 
it was independent and had 50 percent of its business in the 
North and 50 percent in the South. He knew what he was 
talking about. He was a steadfast supporter of a competitive 
corporate tax system that would even the tax rates in both 
the North and South. So far, that has not happened, but Sir 
George was way ahead of most public figures in advocating 
such a change. He was the go-to guy for some of Northern 
Ireland’s toughest problems. The government asked him to 
study and come up with recommendations for new ideas for 
the vexing Parades Commission that authorizes and man-
ages Northern Ireland’s multiple parades that cause much 
violence. It was a thankless job that few would have accepted. 
His recommendations were shelved, but his discussions with 
all sides shed light on the problems. 

Another indication of his courage and love of his Northern 
Ireland: When one of the Protestant paramilitary groups, 
the UDA, decided to decommission its store of weapons, 
Sir George was called upon to verify that the move was real. 
That was only three years ago. That he was given access to 
the process was a tribute to his standing in all communities. 
Sir George’s word would be trusted by everyone. I could go 
on and on about his value to the improving society in the 
North, but I must say my friendship with Sir George was one 
of the most treasured aspects of my job at the Partnership. 
He was always available for advice on difficult problems. Last 
year he hosted a presentation for several schools in Belfast 
and awarded Partnership grants to those attending. This past 
August Sir George joined our Leadership Mission in Belfast 
for an evening. He was his usual jovial self, enjoying every-
one. We will miss him greatly. And so will Northern Ireland.

Baroness May Blood and Sir George Quigley at The Irish American 
Partnership Leadership dinner held last August in Hillsborough 
Castle just outside Belfast.
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The Partnership Welcomes Michael T. Clune of Chicago & 
Kathleen O’Toole of Boston to the Board of Directors

Board of Directors Updates & Recent Events

Michael Clune is the President of Clune 
Construction Co., a national company with full-
service offices in four major U.S. cities plus satellite 
offices in additional regions having recently opened 
offices in Washington, D.C. and New York City. Clune 
Construction Co. is a leader in the construction 
services industry and is regarded for its extensive 
community involvement. Mr. Clune, a native of 
Dublin, has been an active and generous member of 
the Partnership for the past twenty years.

Kathleen O’Toole is the President and Founder of O’Toole 
Associates, an international consulting firm with offices in 
Boston and Dublin. She is the Former Chief Inspector of the 
Garda Síochána Inspectorate, the oversight body responsible for 
bringing best practice, reform, and accountability to the Irish 
national police force. Mrs. O’Toole also served as the Police 
Commissioner in Boston from 2004-2006.

St. Patrick’s Day
 Hosted Ministers Joan Burton, TD & Phil Hogan, TD at Annual Breakfasts

Michael Clune is second from the left, pictured with 
his foursome at the Partnership’s Chicago Golf 
Tourament at Beverly Country Club in 2011.

Kathleen O’Toole is pictured with Father William 
Joy and Jim Brett at the the Partnership’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Breakfast in Boston in 2013.

Boston
Two visiting Irish leaders addressed nearly 250 Irish 
American Partnership supporters at the 21st annual 
Breakfast Celebration at the Boston Harbor Hotel. 
Minister for the Environment, Community, & Local 
Government, Phil Hogan, TD of Kilkenny, brought the 
regards of the Irish government and reported on the 
economy and spirit of the Irish people, as well as 
congratulations on the Partnership’s recent work. 
Dr. Daire Keogh, President of St. Patrick’s College, Dublin, 
spoke of the importance of Irish education to the country’s 
future, and the valuable role of the Partnership in 
improving science education in primary schools.

Chicago
The Partnership’s annual Breakfast Celebration in Chicago was 
attended by over 320 Chicagoans at the Union League Club.
The guest of honor from the Irish Government, Minister for 
Social Protection, Joan Burton, TD escorted by Consul 
General Aidan Cronin, presented a report on the economic 
conditions and challenges facing Ireland.
A visiting delegation from County Cork, led by Councillor 
Barbara Murray, Mayor of County Cork, presented a video 
presentation to the audience. Illinois Governor Pat Quinn was 
also in attendance and expressed his interest in visiting Ireland 
during the year of The Gathering.

Please visit 
our website, 

www.irishap.org 
for our latest events 
and correspondence. 

Our annual golf 
tournaments are 

being held in 
May-June 2013.
 Please consider 

joining us.

Left to right: Consul 
General Michael Lonergan, 

Minister Phil Hogan, TD, 
Partnership President Joe 
Leary, & President Daire 

Keogh, St. Patrick’s College 
at the Partnership’s Boston 

Breakfast Celebration 
in 2013.

Minister Joan Burton, TD 
on the left, pictured with 
Councillor Barbara Murray, 
Mayor of County Cork, at 
the Partnership’s Chicago 
Breakfast Celebration in 2013.
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